1987 – Howard Lowell
Howard Lowell delineated a series of 80 benchmarks for state archives and records management programs which were rooted in principles developed by the organization now known as the National Association of Government Archives and Records Administrators (NAGARA).  They included the following three benchmarks that specifically address state-level responsibilities for local government records.
“Elements of a State Archives and Records Management Program”
Howard Lowell, published in Records Management Quarterly (October 1987), pp. 12-13.

The Records of Local Government

The state archives and records management program should have responsibility for oversight of the records management programs of the state’s political subdivisions, ensuring the preservation of local government archives in a safe and appropriate manner. The nine principles of the management and preservation of local government records adopted by the National Association of State (now Government) Archives and Records Administrators in 1982 outline the components of a local government records program.

Elements of a Statewide Records System

Benchmark 75 – Local Government Records

The state archives program should provide similar program services to the political subdivisions of the state as it does to state agencies.

Benchmark 76 – Disposition of Local Government Records

No records of a state’s political subdivision should be authorized for disposition without the approval of the State Archivist.

Benchmark 77 – Preservation of Local Government Records

Local government records of archival value should be maintained locally in storage conditions that meet standards promulgated by the state archivist, in designated local or regional repositories, or in the state archives.

