1964 – Ernst Posner
Ernst Posner conducted the first systematic survey and analysis of state archives and records management program in the United States during the early 1960s.  He traveled across the country, visiting every state archives in person, conducting interviews with staff, and collected substantial data on holdings, financial and staffing resources, reference use, storage capacity and conditions, and legal authority.  He presents his findings state-by state and includes a description of programs and services for local government records when they existed.  

We may prepare brief summaries of Posner’s findings if the Task Force feels that would be useful.  We will certainly integrate some of his findings in the broader reports prepared for the project to illustrate progress (or lack thereof) in specific areas.

At the conclusion of the book, Posner presents a set of “standards” for state archives and records programs which includes a section on the “care and preservation of local archives,” reprinted here.
“Standards for State Archival Agencies”
From Ernst Posner, American State Archives (1964), pp. 363-364.
Care and Preservation of Local Archives

1.
Whether or not is is charged with this function by law, the state archival agency cannot escape responsibility for the care and protection of local archives.  

Local archives contain “grass-roots” information pertaining to the history of the state and data of the highest importance for research purposes.

2.
Preservation of local archives is best achieved by concentrating them, whever practicable, in the custody of the state archival agency.

Where wholesale concentration of local archives is not possible or practical, at least records of the colonial, territorial, and early statehood periods should be concentrated in the state archives.

3.
Insofar as physical concentration of local archives proves impractical, their preservation can be safeguarded by one of two measures: (2) the microfilming of records of permanent value, the storing of security copies, and the making available of reference copies in the state archival agency; or (b) the establishment of regional deositories for the preservation and administration of the originals.

Microfilming of local records and concentration of copies in the state archives not only provide security copies of the records but also enable the searcher to use local records in one central spot, where pertinent state agency records and other local records are also accessible to him. Next to physical concentration of the records, a microfilming program of this kind is the best protective device and is superior to the use of regional depositories. The latter should be established only in connection with the libraries of large state institutions of higher learning, where there are fully adequate facilities and where records will be serviced by competent staffs. The number of regional depositories should be kept to a minimum, legal custody of the records should be vested in the state archival agency, and processing—including the preparation of finding aids—must remain the task of the state archives staff.

