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Why should I care about local government records?l.

Pl v e vﬂ#ﬂ' Record of a Birth

Ia PhiIadelphis.

e They protect your rights
¢ They prove individual identity
e They ensure efficient government

¢ They allow citizens to know what their
officials have done
e They document our heritage and enhance education

Why should I care now?

¢ So that the next disaster does not destroy
the records you need most

¢ To halt the equally destructive effects of neglect
¢ To make sure that digital records survive

Why do we need archival programs for
local government records?

¢ To provide secure storage for the records that matter most
¢ To organize the records for use by officials and researchers
¢ To reduce the day-to-day burden in clerk’s offices

¢ To help teachers use original public documents in the classroom
¢ To promote the community through its history/heritage

What should concerned citizens do?

¢ Ask your local government officials about how they
keep and make public records available

o Support efforts to increase resources for state and local
governments to manage records, improve access, and
protect records of continuing value

¢ Use History Day events and Archives Months to focus on
needs within your community
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