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State name 
Receive official 

public records of 
governor? 

If no, where do they go? 
Receive private 

papers of 
governor? 

If no, where do they go? 

Alabama  Y  N Various state universities and 
colleges 

Alaska  Y   Since 1959, most of the records 
from the administration are in state 
archives 

Arizona Y  N  
Arkansas     
California Y  N UC Berkeley, USC, Stanford 
Colorado Y  N  
Connecticut Y  N Various 
Delaware Y  N Historical Society of Delaware 
District of Columbia     
Florida Y  N  Universities 
Georgia Y  N  
Hawaii Y  N  
Idaho Y Most in state archives, one at Boise 

State University 
Y  Most in state archives, two 

elsewhere 
Illinois Y  N At Governor’s discretion, usually 

the Illinois State Historical Society 
Indiana Y  N Franklin College, Goshen College, 

Indiana State Library 
Iowa  N  N  
Kansas Y Now required by law; papers of 

two governors at U of Kansas-
Kansas Collection 

 Receive some 

Kentucky Y  N  State universities 
Louisiana     
Maine Y  N  
Maryland     
Massachusetts Y  N  Massachusetts Historical Society; 

Boston College, Northeastern 
University 

Michigan Y Under Atty General’s opinion, 
each governor determines which 
are public; these are transferred to 
state archives  

N Various institutions, but primarily 
the University of Michigan 

Minnesota Y  Y Most become part of the MHS 
manuscripts collection. 

Mississippi Y  N  
Missouri Y  N  
Montana Y  N  State Archives has received some; 

University of Montana has some. 
Nebraska Y Y   
Nevada Y  N  University of Nevada Special 

Collections; Nevada Historical 
Society; Huntington Library 

New Hampshire  usually May go to any designated 
repository 

N May go to any designated 
repository 

New Jersey Y  N  Colleges, universities, museums 
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New Mexico Y Y   
New York Y  But not all of them N  
North Carolina Y  N State Archives has received private 

papers of many governors, but so 
have many university manuscript 
collections in the state. 

North Dakota Y  N  
Ohio Y Y   
Oklahoma Y  N  University of Oklahoma Western 

History Collections; Carl Albert 
Congressional Research Center (U 
of OK); Oklahoma State University 

Oregon Y There are some exceptions in the 
1991 statue adopted that specified 
governor’s records will be 
transferred to state archives  

N Oregon Historical Society; 
University of Oregon 
Library/Special Collections 

Pennsylvania Y  N  
Rhode Island  N State University  N State University 
South Carolina Y  N  
South Dakota  N Universities  N Universities 
Tennessee Y  N State and private universities 
Texas Y Some records placed at public 

universities  
N College and university archives 

Utah Y  N  
Vermont Y  N  
Virginia Y  N  
Washington Y  N University of Washington; 

Washington State University; State 
Historical Society 

West Virginia Y Since 1977, come to State Archives 
by law; also have some earlier 

N State Archives has two; most of 
rest are at West Virginia University 

Wisconsin Y  N  
Wyoming Y  N American Heritage Center, 

University of Wyoming 

 


